
Senator McCormick, Representative Goode and members of the Taxation Committee.   
 
The Board of Directors of the Autism Society of Maine strongly urges you to support LD1421 An Act To 
Establish a Tax-free Savings Program for Individuals with Disabilities.  
 
The Autism Society of Maine, a non-profit statewide organization with over 12,000 members, provides 
support to children and adults with autism and their families.  Our mission is to promote lifelong access 
and opportunity for all individuals on the autism spectrum to become participating members of their 
communities. Our membership includes individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder, their families, 
members of the community and the professionals who work with them.   
 
The Stephen Beck, Jr. Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Act became federal law on December 19, 
2014.  The ABLE Act creates a new option for some people with disabilities and their families to save for 
the future, while protecting eligibility for public benefits.  
 
 The ABLE Act remains one of the most significant pieces of disability legislation and is among the most 
bipartisan, bicameral bills ever passed any Congress – 85 percent of the entire 113th Congress supported 
the law. Stuart Spielman, Senior Policy Advisor and Counsel for Autism Speaks said "ABLE accounts will 
provide a new financial tool for the millions of Americans affected by autism.  The collaboration we are 
announcing will make that tool more precise and efficient for our community and others facing the 
financial challenges of disability." Before the accounts can become available, however, states must put 
regulations in place. 
 
With the new accounts, people with disabilities will be able to accrue up to $100,000 without losing 
access to Social Security and other government benefits. Medicaid coverage will remain intact no matter 
how much money is saved in an individual’s ABLE account. Modeled after 529 college savings plans, 
funds in the accounts can be used to pay for education, health care, transportation, housing and other 
expenses. Interest earned on savings in the accounts will be tax-free. Individuals with disabilities that 
originated before age 26 will be eligible for the new accounts.  Please find attached a brief synopsis of 
the key points of the ABLE Act which is taken from a presentation “Understanding ABLE-Achieving A 
Better Life Experience Act” by the National Disability Institute.  
  
The Autism Society of Maine strongly urges your support for the passage of LD1421 An Act To Establish 
a Tax-free Savings Program for Individuals with Disabilities.  
 
If you need further information, please contact Cathy E. Dionne, Director of Programs and 
Administration, Autism Society of Maine at 1-800-273-5200. 
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